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days from receipt of the decision and 
shows good cause for reconsideration. 
Reconsideration will be allowed only in 
the discretion of the Hearing Official. 
A motion for reconsideration by the 
employee will not operate to stay a 
collection action authorized by the 
Hearing Official’s decision. 

§ 961.11 Consequences for failure to 
comply with rules. 

(a) The Hearing Official may deter-
mine that the employee has abandoned 
the right to a hearing, and that admin-
istrative offset may be initiated if the 
employee files his or her petition late 
without good cause; or files a with-
drawal of the employee’s petition for a 
hearing. 

(b) The Hearing Official may deter-
mine that the administrative offset 
may not be initiated if the Postal Serv-
ice fails to file the answer or files the 
answer late without good cause; or files 
a withdrawal of the debt determination 
at issue. 

(c) If a party fails to comply with 
these Rules or the Hearing Official’s 
orders, the Hearing Official may take 
such action as he or she deems reason-
able and proper under the cir-
cumstances, including dismissing or 
granting the petition as appropriate. 

§ 961.12 Ex parte communications. 
Ex parte communications are not al-

lowed between a party and the Hearing 
Official or the Official’s staff. Ex parte 
communication means an oral or writ-
ten communication, not on the public 
record, with one party only with re-
spect to which reasonable prior notice 
to all parties is not given, but it shall 
not include requests for status reports 
or procedural matters. A memorandum 
of any communication between the 
Hearing Official and a party will be 
transmitted to both parties. 
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AUTHORITY: 31 U.S.C. Chapter 38; 39 U.S.C. 
401. 

SOURCE: 52 FR 12904, Apr. 20, 1987, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 962.1 Purpose. 
This part establishes the procedures 

governing the hearing and appeal 
rights of any person alleged to be liable 
for civil penalties and assessments 
under the Program Fraud Civil Rem-
edies Act of 1986 (codified at 31 U.S.C. 
3801–3812). 

§ 962.2 Definitions. 
(a) Attorney refers to an individual 

authorized to practice law in any of the 
United States or the District of Colum-
bia or a territory of the United States. 

(b) Complaint refers to the adminis-
trative Complaint served by the Re-
viewing Official on a Respondent pur-
suant to § 273.8 of this title. 

(c) Initial Decision refers to the writ-
ten decision which the Presiding Offi-
cer is required by § 962.20 to render, and 
includes a revised initial decision 
issued following a remand. 

(d) Investigating Official refers to the 
Inspector General of the United States 
Postal Service or any designee within 
the Office of the Inspector General. 
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